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Bike Safety Day– August  Don’t forget that you can turn in old bikes, no matter the condition, to              

Richardson Bike Mart who will recycle them for kids in need!  

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Hello Neighbors, 
 

The past few months have been busy hosting events and planning some for the 
Fall.  After a successful Fourth of July event co-sponsored with the Prestonwood 
Meadows HOA held at the Parkhill Jr. High football field with special thanks to 
Susan Davis and her team of volunteers, we rolled out a new  exclusive green and 
white “Prestonwood tree” curb number design for our active members.  Fire-
men’s Curb Painting service, an organization formed by off-duty firemen who 
know a thing or two about spotting house numbers, completed 113 new numbers 
in our neighborhood.  Because of the overwhelming positive response that we re-
ceived from participants, we plan to announce another round of paintings this 
Fall. So if you missed the last round and would like a spruced up curb number, 

look for an email announcement soon.   
 

In preparation for the new school year, we sponsored a Bike Safety Rodeo put on 
by the Richardson Bike Mart at Parkhill Jr. High.  Upcoming events include a Music 
in the Park event celebrating the end of Summer featuring the  Banana Boat Steel
-Drum Band, a National Night Out gathering, a Halloween themed Movie in Park (a 
first of the kind in our neighborhood), and capping off the season will be the         

annual general session for active members in November. 

 

In addition to all these events and offerings, 
we’ll continue to publish the seasonal news-
letters, keep you informed of crime alerts, 
local events and reuniting lost pets with 
their owners.  Enjoy the rest of this unusu-

ally cool Summer! 

 

Steven Monserrate 
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  Can a camera lessen crime? It’s time to try!  

                                                                                                                   
  In the past there have been numerous events in our neighborhood that, if we had cameras                     

 (pointed in the proper direction), we might have helped resolve the problem. The PID                        

 program has purchased two cameras and software to test the functionality of the camera                                                                                

 features.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

         Why a test?  Everyone has seen the evening news where the crime footage is always a blurry 

6’ male described as “Bigfoot”. The focal length of a surveillance camera at night and megapixel number determines the 

quality of the picture when using the software to zoom in on an image.  

The cameras will NOT have a mechanical zoom feature on the camera since they will not be monitored real time and       

therefore, the need for mechanical tilt and pan features are also not required. Our policy will not allow pan/tilt/zoom 

cameras to avoid the perception of someone “spying” on a neighbor. 

The cameras will be wireless to reduce the cost of installation and unsightliness. Wireless will require a prospective                  

homeowner to “host” the camera.  This means supplying power to the camera and allowing the camera to communicate 

through the WIFI connection of the homeowner.  Our first qualification for installation; homeowner must have Wi-Fi within 

range of the proposed camera location. 

The trial cameras will be installed to monitor the main entrances to the neighborhood.  If you live in one of these areas, 

have a good WIFI system installed, and would be willing to host a camera, please call Dave Houghton, VP Crime Watch,              

214-957-7309. 

Prestonwood Social Groups  
 
Mom’s Group / Mom’s Night Out  
Susan Davis: 214-704-9892 susan.m.davis@accenture.com or Katie Pierce:  214-934-1188 katherine.ann.pierce@gmail.com  
A wonderful opportunity for mothers in our neighborhood to meet, regardless of the school your child(ren) attend(s) or 
will attend. Monthly mom’s night out occurs either at someone’s home or a restaurant. Open to any person who fills the 
role of “Mom”— open to men and women. Join the Facebook group Prestonwood HOA Moms. 
 

The Restaurant Group                                                                         Chick Flick Tuesdays 
Call Diane Klein: 972-386-3828                                                              Call Danna Dunn: 972-233-0561 
New places, old favorites, it’s dinner out! 3rd Friday each month.         4th Tuesday of each month for fun for the ladies! 
 

Prestonwood Cycling Club                                                                   Prestonwood Book Club 
Call Bill Parker: 972-381-9963 or Jan DeMeulder: 972-866-0586              Call Liz Haberman: 972-239-0077 or                           
Dust off those gears and get moving!                                                    emailhabermanliz@gmail.com for fine reading,               
                                                                                                           good conversation, new friends. 
Prestonwood Wine Tasters 
 Call Karen Yocum at 972-386-8036. With this large, diverse group you are sure to connect and have fun! It’s not just 
about wine. First Friday of the month. 
   

Future Panthers Parent Group                                                          Brentfield WeeCats 
Craig Kesler 972-239-9234 or futurepanthers@pwepta.org                    Register at https://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/
weecats/ for preschoolers who will attend Prestonwood Elementary.     Preschoolers who will be attending Brentfield.   
 
 

Interested in forming a neighborhood social group? Submit your idea and contact information to                                     
phanewsletter@gmail.com for inclusion in this listing.  
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2014 Social Events Calendar 

 

 

 

Sept 13 -Music in the Park with The Bamboo Boat a five-piece steel drum band for the whole 

family.  Bring a blanket, charis, picnic and your favorite Hawaiian shirt as we celebrate the end 

of Summer.  From 7pm-9pm at Sandydale Park at the corner of Golden Creek Rd and Sandy-

dale Dr. 

Oct 7 -National Night Out. National Night Out is an annual community-police awareness event. 

Come enjoy a treat and get to know local police officers. Time TBD  

Oct 25 -Movie in the Park with a double feature of scary movies, one for kids and one for adults, 

plus popcorn, glow sticks, etc.  Kids are encouraged to come in costume.  7pm-11pm at a spooky 

location to be announced! 

Bulky Trash Pick-up and More  

Several aspects of a neighborhood can characterize better home val-

ues.  One of those is how we treat our front driveways and curbs after the 

Bulky Trash pick-up by the city.  The large sanitation trucks are terrific at 

removing those large branches and limbs that fall from our trees.  How-

ever, too often left behind is a pile of twigs, leaves and dirt.  Please go 

outside after the trucks have been by and inspect the area around your 

home.  Sweeping these areas will keep the neighborhood looking tidy and 

smart.  

One more thing, the floodplains are an area we are trying to develop into 

usable landscapes.  Please refrain from using this open space to dump un-

wanted goods, and keep an eye on workmen who may be using this space 

as an easy way to clean-up.

Protect your identity by shredding personal documents and recycle your electric 
devices instead of sending it to take up space in a landfill.                                              

All profits go to support the JJ Pearce Mighty Mustang Band!!  

WHEN: Saturday, September 20 from 9:30-11:30 am  

WHERE: JJ Pearce High School parking lot at Coit/Melrose 

WHAT: Paper shredding, cell phone/tablet recycling, computer recycling, anything with 

a plus (excludes refrigerators and washers and dryers) 

Click here for more information or contact shredathon@pearceband.org with any           

questions.  



2 01 4 OFFICERS 

 Board Positi on s: 

President Steven Monserrate 

VP Crime Watch Dave Houghton 

VP Neighborhood Concerns                               

Joan Bronstad 

VP Landscaping & Improvements  Michelle 

Renault-Rutt 

VP Treasurer Kelly Vinton 

VP Secretary Beth Lavercombe 

 Co mmi ttee Ch ai rs:                                                                                             

PID Treasurer -Barry & Diane Klein                        
Directory -Margaret Filingeri                          
Social Events - Gayla Sahl                          
Newsletter –Kristine Schwope                    
Bulky Trash –Elise Greenberg                       
VIP –Bernie Crotty                                               
Website -OPEN                                                

Membership –Myra Gingold 

 PI D 24-Hr. Pat rol :      972-333-3441 

Report suspicious persons/activities, 
vandalism, solicitors, or if you require 

out-of-town house check service. 

PHA Website www.prestonwood.net  

PHA Directory 

Please refer to your membership                 
directory and the PHA website for                   
additional numbers and valuable                    

information.  
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Your Prestonwood VIP 
(Volunteers in Patrol) 

still needs                            
your help! 

VIP are your neighbors who drive 
around with the amber light and VIP magnets on their cars. You probably 
recognize them as the ones who call and remind you that your garage is 
open. They patrol in groups of two in the alleys and streets of the 

neighborhood.  

Since the program started, they have completed 722 patrols. This year, 
participation has dropped by over 30%. This program is strictly voluntary 
and anyone interested in participating can patrol as often or infrequent 
as their schedule permits. Patrols take less than two hours; they are 
scheduled at the volunteers’ convenience. The program is coordinated 
through the local police department which provides mandatory training 
before starting patrols. Training is 4 hours where each participant is 
taught observation skills. The program is non-confrontational and based 

upon the concept of high visibility as being the best deterrent. 

Can you make the time to keep our area safe?  

Training for Prestonwood's Volunteers in Patrol (VIP) neighborhood 
watch program will be conducted Saturday, September 6. The class will 
begin at 9:00 am and last until 1:00 pm at the North Central Police 
Station's community room at 6969 McCallum.  If you, your spouse, or a 
family member would be interested in volunteering to keep our neighbor 
safe, just show up, or contact Bernie Crotty 972-661-1105, or Dave 

Houghton 214-957-7309, or stop a VIP patrol for further information. 

More information and online registration: Volunteers in Patrol Training  

 

  

Month   Shifts 

Coverage 

Hours 

People 

Hours 

# 

Miles Events 

Garage 

Open 

  

Other 

Talked to  Left No No 

Phone Resident Message  Answer Number 

Jan-14 11 17:32 35:04 156 35 35 0 16 10 1 8 
Feb-14 10 15:11 30:22 135 31 29 2 11 2 1 7 
Mar-14 8 12:51 25:42 110 22 21 1 5 14 0 2 
Apr-14 7 11:48 23:36 97 27 25 2 11 5 1 8 
May-14 8   12:54 25:48 108 32 29 3  13 7  1 8  

Jun-14 8   13:37 27:14 111 45 43 2  19 14  0  10 

Jul-14 10   14:30 29:00 140 21 20 1 8  8 1   3 

Aug-14 0  0:00 0:00 0 0 0 0         

Sep-14 0 0:00 0:00 0 0 0 0         

Oct-14 0 0:00 0:00 0 0 0 0         

Nov-14 0 0:00 0:00 0 0 0 0         

Dec-14 0 0:00 0:00 0 0 0 0         

Totals 62 98:23 196:46 857 213 202 11 83 68.4  47 
    94.8% 5.2%       39.0%           31.9%        1.9%           22.1% 

http://www.prestonwood.net/
http://www.prestonwood.net/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=P8UuBiF3OQTnmS5sFKl4iu44mcRswZdEM%2bcPzfrkLSiipxX6072Yq8B2KhUV0EE1IJsOWcEqUjj2AQRAT1JdLx8WLWpszVTtCxyVDh4Deec%3d


 

Prestonwood PID Monthly Incident Report YTD  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

July: Open vehicle found at embers, no offense committed. Owner notified. 

June: Open trunk found at Wickerwood overnight on June 11.  

May: 

5/29– BMV offense occurred overnight on Nedra Way. Vehicle was parked on the street, there was no signs of 
forced entry. Complainant’s wallet was taken. 

There were 2 BMV offenses that occurred on Brentfield Dr. on 5/22 while school was getting out in the after-
noon. These offenses did not happen on the PID. 

Incident Type Jan Feb Mar Apr July YTD May June 

Valid Burglar Alarm  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

False Burglar Alarm 15 12 12 13 4 82 16 10 

Traffic Stops 1 2 1 2 2 12 2 2 

Suspicious Person/Vehicle 13 5 3 11 5 57 14 6 

Disturbance 3 2 3 2 11 27 3 3 

Curfew Violations 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Truancy Violations 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Traffic Accidents 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 

Parking Violations 1 0 0 0 1 3 0 1 

Solicitors 1 3 4 7 2 25 2 6 

Lost Animal Calls 1 0 1 2 2 7 0 1 

Open Garage 40 25 30 31 34 231 38 33 

Out of Town House Checks 43 28 36 36 43 261 37 38 

Theft Offenses 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 

Burglary of Homes 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Burglary of Motor Vehicles 1 0 3 0 0 5 1 0 

Attempted Burglary 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Vandalism 1 0 2 0 0 3 0 0 

Miscellaneous  4 5 8 9 7 49 4 12 

Total Incidents 124 82 104 113 111 764 117 113 

 

Please consider employing the following 
crime reduction tactics throughout the 

summer: 

Please keep garage doors closed (Yes, even when 
you are doing yard work) 

Please do not leave landscaping equipment in the 
yard unattended 

Bicycles should be secured in the garage and not 
left in the front 
yard 

Keep vehicles 
garaged when 
possible and 
Lock, Take and 
Hide for the 
other vehicles  

Report al suspi-
cious activity to 
911 without hesi-
tation 

PRESTONWOOD VIP DATA TOTALS 
Jul-14 
10.00 Shifts                     13:37 Coverage hours                 
29:00 People hours           104.20 Miles driven                       
6 People Patrolled  
2014 YTD                                                                            
62.00 Shifts                    98:23 Coverage Hours      
196:46 People Hours    857.30 Miles driven                
10 People Patrolled 

 
2008-2013 - PHA VIP Program started 6/18/08                          

798 Shifts        
         1,336 Coverage Hours = 56 Days  
         2,673 People Hours = 111 Days 

    10,397 Miles driven                 
    3,388 Events 



        SUMMER IN PRESTONWOOD 

The dog days of summer are here in                         
Prestonwood, but we have had such                            
unseasonable weather that 
we can actually get out and 
enjoy the outdoors. The 
lawns look so green and 

plush from recent rains. 

 

One of our neighbors had a 
suggestion to put speed limit 
signs in the alley entrances 
that would read 15 MPH, 
Watch for Children and 
would attach to the fences at the entrance of 
the alleys. There are 92 entrances. The signs 
would be white with red lettering and be 
12”x18”. The PHA will be accepting registra-
tions for alley entrance signs via the website at 
http>//www.prestonwood.net. Look for the 

event announcement soon.                                  

With the new school year just around the cor-
ner and many more children walking to school, 
a Walking School Bus program, such as those 
being implemented in other cities, is perfect 
for our neighborhood.  With 3 great schools in 
walking distance, and lots of school age fami-

lies, we have plenty of reasons to start one.   

What is a Walking School Bus?  Basically, it in-
volves adults walking groups of kids to school 
using scheduled volunteers and designated 
meeting times and places.  Just like a school 
bus but for walkers.  Like to walk your kid to 
school but can't do it every day?  Why not vol-
unteer or better yet, organize a route for the 

neighborhood? 

Anyone interested in organizing this program 
can use the communication resources of the 
PHA to get the word out, plan an event and 
post the topic to the Neighborhood fo-
rum.   Just email the PHA President, Steven 
Monserrate, at monserrate@sbcglobal.net if you 

would like to organize the program. 

More information can be found at http://

www.walkingschoolbus.org/. 
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An update from                                                                    

Councilwoman Sandy Greyson 

For my first article in the Prestonwood newsletter,                                                     

I’d like to tell you about some changes the City                                               

Council recently made to the garage sale and                                                     

noise ordinances, and to also update you on                                                       

what’s currently happening with the Cotton Belt                                              

rail line.  

The rules on garage sales still limit them to two per year, no more 

than three days each, but there is no longer a fee for the first sale 

in a 12 month period.  The second sale in a year will cost $25.00.  A 

permit still has to be obtained so that the city can track the num-

ber of sales per year.  Another change is that the sales don't have 

to be in a garage but can be on an approved surface (not 

grass) such as a front driveway--East Dallas wanted this provi-

sion.  Perhaps the most helpful change relates to signage.  Previ-

ously, only one sign was allowed and that sign had to be on the 

property where the garage sale was taking place.  Up to five signs--

not to exceed two square feet each--are now allowed at remote 

locations as long as you have permission from the property owner

(s).  You still can't put signs in street medians or on light poles or 

trees, though.  You also have to take the signs down within 24 hours  

after the end of the sale. 

The noise ordinance was changed to limit the hours when yard                     

maintenance such as lawn mowing and leaf blowing can be done on 

Saturdays and Sundays.  The old rules allowed these activities from 

7:00 AM to 10:00 PM, the new rules are 8 AM to 7 PM in residential 

neighborhoods.  The old hours remain in effect on weekdays.  The 

new hours align with existing rules for construction activities in 

residential areas. 

With regard to the Cotton Belt, there's been some recent activ-

ity.  Dallas District 11 councilman Lee Kleinman and District 3 coun-

cilwoman Vonciel Hill, together with a number of suburban may-

ors, want to move this line forward.  DART has worked up 41 differ-

ent options for construction    ranging all the way from a double-

tracked commuter rail (not light rail) line running from Richardson/

Plano to DFW Airport to a Bus Rapid Transit line that would run in 

the Cotton Belt corridor right of way.  The double-tracked rail line 

is the most expensive option and the BRT is the least expen-

sive.  Although there's no funding available right now for any op-

tion, discussions are ongoing about how to pay for whatever option 

is chosen.  There will be a city council Transportation Committee 

briefing about the Cotton Belt in the near future. 

Regards,  

Sandy Greyson 



The Prestonwood neighborhood is thirty-
something and the PHA works diligently to 
maintain and improve the appearance of its 
entrances and common areas. There are three 
entrances at Arapaho Road: Preston, Ranchita 
and Nedra Way; and one at Amberwood and 
Brentfield. Our main common areas/ Flood-
plains are located at Calm Meadow, Shadybank 
& Coolglen and Warm Mist.  
 
Our new landscape and maintenance company 
has been working overtime to assist in restor-
ing Prestonwood to its best. We have made 
major improvements to the irrigation systems 
and planted new seasonal color at all of the 
entrances. We will be pruning the 474 feet of 
Indian Hawthorns on Arapaho (east of Golden-
creek) gradually over the next 10 weeks to im-
prove the sight line at that intersection. We 
hope you have noticed these improvements.  
 
PHA works tirelessly to maintain these areas in 
a natural park like setting suitable for our resi-
dents and families to enjoy. Some of our ef-
forts for the first half of the year: removing 
the debris and the fallen deadwood resulting 
from the winter freezes and removing fallen 
trees from the creeks, fine tuned mowing and 
trimming and low branch removal. However, 
much more work is needed to keep these areas 
from becoming overgrown and neglected in 
appearance. PHA has plans to clean up these 
areas by removing the materials that have 
been dumped at Calm Meadow and  Warm Mist 
further removing deadwood and debris from all 
areas. These are beautiful areas right in our 
own backyards.  
 
Bulky trash placed on the floodplains is a con-
tinuous problem for our maintenance crews as 
it prevents mowing of the common areas and 
leaves debris in its place once it it removed by 
the City. Please place your bulky items  in 
front of your property only to allow for PHA to 
more effectively maintain the neighborhood. 
The entire neighborhood benefits from these 
improvements in many ways. We plan to con-
tinue making improvements and welcome com-
ments and suggestions from everyone. Please 

enjoy our neighborhood!  

Black Ops? 

Some of you have asked 

about recent low flying heli-

copters in our neighbor-

hood. I've spoken with the 

public relations liaison at the Addison Airport and learned that the 

cause of recent activity is part tragic and part mundane. 

As some of you may know, a retired police chief from the Far North 

Dallas station that services our neighborhood went missing several 

weeks ago. Some of the low flying police helicopters were search-

ing for him, and wherever the police copters flew, news helicopters 

followed compounding the noise. Tragically, they did find his body 

by the creek near Prestonwood Country Club but no crime is sus-

pected in his death. 

Another cause of the recent air traffic is most likely due to aerial 

mapping and surveys being conducted by private firms. I noted the 

tail number of a recent helicopter but Addison Airport had no re-

cord of that aircraft in communication with their tower that week. 

They assumed that it was most likely a police helicopter. 

Right Sizing 

Are you considering downsizing? Are your current trash carts too 

big for the old brick “storage” site in the back alley? Then you may 

want to consider exchanging your trash cart for a smaller model. 

The City of Dallas offers a free exchange program for residents who 

want to switch from the standard 96 gallon recycling and gabage 

roll carts to either 64 or 48 gallon models. We switched to the 64 

gallon size last year and it works fine for a family of four while tak-

ing less space in the driveway and is easier to handle. If you’re in-

terested, use the City of Dallas online 311 system to request an 

exchange of your carts. 

Steven Monserrate 

PHA President 



Prestonwood Homeowners Association 

 P.O. Box 795682 

 Dallas, TX 75379  

Prestonwood & Prestonwood Creek 

Property Stats for the First Half of 2013 vs 2014 

Jan 1, 2013 – June 30, 2013                             Jan 1, 2014 – June 30, 2014 

26 total sales                                                  25 total sales 

44 Average days on the market                        19 Average days on the market 

99% Average sales price to list price                100% Average sales price to list price 

$417,005 Average sales price                           $494,648 Average sales price 

$128.44 Average per square foot price             $147.08 Average per square foot price 

 

As you can see our Prestonwood neighborhood has enjoyed a tremendous increase in value(s) in the first six months of 
2014 from the first six months of 2013. Our great schools and superb location are contributing factors for this increase.  
All our homes are unique. If you are interested in your own personal value, please contact a real estate agent that spe-

cializes in Prestonwood.  

Above information taken from MLS by Sandy Akright 

 

     Sandy Akright, REALTOR® 

          Ebby Halliday Realtors                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

   972-672-5024                                                                                                                                                                                                                

 sandy@sandyakright.com  

mailto:sandy@sandyakright.com



